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Preface

Estates, future interests and the Rule Against Perpetuities are topics which
have confused students for generations. This book is designed to demystify
this area of law. The goal is to provide the reader with a basic understanding
of this subject matter and to enable sufficient mastery of the material to cor-
rectly answer questions on both law school and bar examinations.

This book is not intended to be a comprehensive treatment of these sub-
jects, nor is it intended to provide an historical overview of this area of the
law. The history can explain why and how this body of law developed, but it
does not facilitate a basic understanding of how to apply this law today. For an
excellent overview of the historical aspect of this subject, see Moynihan’s In-
troduction to the Law of Real Property (Fourth Ed.) by Cornelius J.
Moynihan and Sheldon F. Kurtz.

This book focuses on the modern common law application of this law. How-
ever, many states have statutorily modified aspects of the common law, so this
book should not be relied on as an accurate source of modern law in reference
to a particular jurisdiction.

One of the more difficult aspects of this area of law is learning the defini-
tions of the numerous unique terms that have developed over the centuries. To
ease this task, important terms are highlighted and clearly defined. Typically,
examples follow a definition to illustrate and reinforce what a term means. Ad-
ditionally, numerous explanatory examples are used throughout the book to
provide a clear understanding of the material.

I have used certain conventions throughout the book:

• O refers to the original land owner. Unless otherwise stated, O owns a
fee simple absolute in the land. (You will know what a fee simple ab-
solute is when you finish studying this book!)

• Blackacre is the name of the land involved in all the transactions in this
book.

• Reference to A, B, C, C1, or C2, etc. refers to a living person.
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xii PREFACE

The final chapter includes sample exam questions to test your understanding
of the material. Answers with detailed explanations are provided.

I would like to thank Professor Stephen C. Veltri, Ohio Northern Univer-
sity Pettit College of Law, Ada, Ohio, for his numerous helpful comments and
suggestions, which are incorporated into this second edition. I would like to
thank Molly Rodau for her expert editing and Marie Frito for her tireless proof-
reading. Finally, I would like to thank Ruth who provides inspiration and sup-
port for all my endeavors.

If you have any comments, suggestions or questions feel free to contact me.

Professor Andrew Beckerman-Rodau
Suffolk University Law School
120 Tremont St.
Boston, MA 02108
E-mail: arodau@suffolk.edu
www.lawprofessor.org
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